
PATENT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of : 
Hidenori Ishihara et al . 

Serial No.: 10/067,531 Group Art Unit: 2855 

Filed: February 7, 2002 Examiner: Octavia L. Davis 

For: FOREIGN MATERIAL DETECTOR FOR SLIDING 
DOOR AND DETECTING METHOD THEREOF 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.56, the attention of the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office is hereby directed to the references listed on 
the attached Form PTO-1449. Copies of each of the references 
listed on Form PTO-1449 are attached. 

Also enclosed is a copy of a Japanese Office Action bearing a 
mailing date of May 27, 2003 from the corresponding Japanese 
application, and the USPTO is directed thereto for a concise 
statement of possible relevance of the references cited therein. 



Serial No.: 10/067,531 



The above information is presented so that the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office may, in the first instance, determine any 
materiality thereof to the claimed invention. See 37 C.F.R. 
1.104(a) and 1.106(b) concerning the USPTO duty to consider and use 
any such information. It is respectfully requested that the 
information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this 
application, and that these references be made of record therein 
and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue 
therefrom . 

Respectfully submitted, 
PARKHURST & WENDEL, L.L.P. 

Roger W. Parkhurst 
Registration No. 25,177 
Robert N. Wieland 
Registration No. 40,225 

RWP : RNW/mhs : ame 

Attorney Docket No. : NAKA:046 

PARKHURST & WENDEL, L.L.P. 
1421 Prince Street, Suite 210 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314-2805 
Telephone: (703) 739-0220 
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[Translation] 

NOTICE OF REASONS FOR REFUSAL 

Patent Application No.: 2001-031430 

Drafting Date of Notice: May 21, 2003 

Mailing Date of Notice: May 27, 2003 

Patent Office Examiner: Mayuko Yoshioka (9817 2R00) 

Representative Patent Attorney: Jun Nakajima (and three others) 

Applicable Law: Article 29(2) 

The present application is refused for the following reasons. Any opinions in this matter 
should be submitted in an Argument within 60 days of the mailing date of this Notice. 

Reason 

The invention of this application, in the claims thereof indicated below, is an invention 
that could easily have been made, prior to the filing of the patent application, by a person 
with ordinary skill in the art to which the invention pertains, on the basis of inventions 
described in the publications indicated below, which were distributed in Japan or 
elsewhere prior to the filing of the application, or inventions that have been available to 
the public via telecommunication lines; and as such, in accordance with Section 29(2) of 
the patent law, cannot be granted a patent. 

Notes 

(Please refer to the list of the cited references below) 

Refused Claims: 1-9 
Cited Reference 1 
Remarks: 

See paragraphs 16 to 42 and figures 1 to 9 of Cited Reference 1. 

Refused Claims: 10-12 
Cited References 1 and 2 
Remarks: 

Cited Reference 2 (see paragraphs 1 1 to 16 and figure 3) describes a retaining 
portion comprising a recessed portion having a recessed cross section and a flexible 
portion having rigidity equal to or less than that of the recessed portion and provided so as 
to face the recessed portion. 



List of the Cited References 

1. Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open (JP-A) No. 11-182136 

2. JP-A No. 11-222036 



Record of Results of Prior Art Document Search 
Technical fields searched: 

IPC 7th edition E05F15/00 

B60J 5/00 
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This record of results of prior art document search does not constitute grounds for refusal. 

For filing an Amendment, the grounds for amendment in the specification and the 
drawings submitted at the time of application should be specified in an Argument. 

Note that amendments should be performed within the range of the matters described in 
the specification and the drawings submitted at the time of application. The Amendment 
should not include any new matter. 

Please contact the person below for inquiries pertaining to the content of this Notification 
of Reasons for Refusal. 

Patent Examination First Division, Mayuko Yoshioka 
Tel. 03 (3581) 1 101 Extension (3243) 
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